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I t  seems 
we were 
welcoming 

the new year only 
a few days ago, 
but here we are at 
the end of February 
already! I don’t think 
it works to say “time flies” anymore. I think 
we need to upgrade the saying to “time 
rockets!”

It can be difficult to take a step back, 
pause, and reflect. But, now more than 
ever, we need to take stock of where we 
go next. The last couple of years have 
been challenging as we’ve worked to 
develop a new strategic vision, adopt a 
new client delivery model and to design, 
build, and open a new facility. All of this 
was done to better serve those in need. 
The task now shifts to how we can best 
leverage our amazing new facility, our 
energetic team of volunteers, and our 
talented executive director to reach new 
heights.

The easiest approach for any organization 
is to maintain the status quo, since driving 
a continuous improvement mindset can 
be challenging. Truly great teams find the 
courage to move forward in positive ways, 
overcoming the daunting prospect of 
change to become the best they can be. 
This type of message can be interpreted 
as a suggestion that the great progress 
that has been made is not enough or 
not appreciated. The truth is the exact 
opposite. Driving efforts toward a future 
state vision can only be done with the 

It’s that time of year!
Minnesota Foodshare March Campaign

T he Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign is gearing 
up to help replenish food shelves across the state 
during the month of March. Friends in Need is one 

of 300 local food shelves across Minnesota that depend 
on this effort to help meet hunger needs in the community. 
Unfortunately, while the economy overall has been improving, 
the number of hungry 
neighbors among us 
remains stubbornly 
high. Minnesota 
FoodShare also 
reports that the 
number of elderly who 
are seeking hunger 
relief has nearly 
doubled since 2009. 

You can make a 
difference by making 
a donation directly to Friends in Need. Cash is most valuable 
as we can purchase about $10 worth of groceries for every $1 
we spend. The March Campaign begins Monday, Feb. 27 and 
runs through March 31. In addition, we are eligible for a partial 
match from Minnesota FoodShare, so your gift in March will 
stretch even farther! 

To make a donation, you can send a check to: 
Friends in Need | P.O. Box 6 | Cottage Grove, MN 55016 
You can also make a secure payment through our website at: 
www.finfood.org/donate.html

We welcome donations of toiletries and non-perishable food 
items which can be delivered to Friends in Need at 535 4th St., 
St. Paul Park, MN 55071 on Tuesdays between 7:00 am and 6:00 
pm (at the Volunteer Entrance) or dropped off at the large 
Food Shelf box in the exit foyer at Cub Foods in Cottage Grove 
(24 hours a day).

Thank you for your support of Friends in Need and the work we 
do to serve those in need.
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foundation of operational excellence, 
engagement, and recognition. Our Food 
Shelf has excellent credibility thanks to the 
efforts of our team. I recently got an email 
from the State Program Manager for the 
Emergency Food Assistance Program in 
which I was told that Friends in Need is one 
of the best run Food Shelves in the state! 
Because we are operating at that level of 
performance, we can aspire to be more. 
If we didn’t, we would have to regroup 
around more fundamental activities. 

I hope to collaborate with the Board, the 
executive director, our volunteers, and our 
community stakeholders to build upon our 
success and utilize our ongoing efforts to 
drive the type of change that will allow us 
to continue to enhance our abilities to serve 
our community. It’s an exciting time, and 
I’m confident we will look back on 2017 as 
an amazing year for Friends in Need.

Host your own collection drive!
You & your group can make a difference!

W ould your organization like to host a MN FoodShare 
March campaign collection drive to benefit Friends 
in Need? Last year, the Faith Formation families at 

St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church in St Paul Park created 
“A Towering Donation!” of toilet paper (1,598 rolls!) that they 
collected during their special drive. In addition, their cash drive 
at the church brought in around $3,700 for Friends in Need 

during the Minnesota FoodShare 
March Campaign. And they’ve 
decided to do it again this year 
with a goal of collecting 2,000 
toilet paper rolls. We love their 
enthusiasm!

There are lots of great (and fun) 
ways your organization can do 
a drive. Call Michelle at Friends 
in Need if you’d like more 

information: (651) 458-0730. 

We love our volunteers!
eet one of our GREAT volunteers, 
Carol Borg. Carol is such a kind 
and generous person and loves 

to help others. On Monday mornings, 
Carol can be counted on to help out 
when we receive deliveries of “rescue” 
items from Walmart, Cub, Target, and 
Aldi. She also organizes the bread and bakery 
products that arrive from Second Harvest on Tuesdays. In fact, 
Tuesdays are particularly busy for Carol as she is our “lunch lady” 
almost every Tuesday, making lunch for our team of volunteers. 
“When I started preparing lunch a few years ago, we had around 
eight volunteers but now it’s about 35!” she says with a smile in 
her voice.

A friend introduced Carol to Friends in Need in 2003 after 
Carol retired. She was dealing with cancer at the time and 
undergoing chemotherapy. Volunteering at Friends in Need 
helped take her mind off things. She’s doing well now. “I’ve 
made some good friends here,” Carol says. “You tend to 
get close to people. I like helping others, too. They’re very 
thankful for what they can receive here.” Thank you, Carol, for 
everything you do! 
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Donate stocks & IRAs 
to FIN
A return on investment like no 
other

E very so often, someone chooses 
to make a donation to Friends 
in Need using an IRA account. 

We were recently pleasantly surprised 
to receive a donation of $2,100 worth of 
stocks from a donor’s IRA and another 
gift of $4,000 in cash directly from another 
client’s IRA account. 

Friends in Need Executive Director, Michelle 
Rageth, says more and more people 
are choosing to donate this way. “This is 
definitely a good option for us and fairly 
easy to do,” she says. Interested donors 
can contact Michelle to discuss their plans 
and facilitate the transfer. You can also 
visit the “Donate” page on FIN’s website 
to print off a Stock Donation Form. You 
can either email it to director@finfood.org 
or mail it to: Friends in Need | P.O. Box 6 | 
Cottage Grove, MN 55016. 

Feel free to phone Michelle with any 
questions: (651) 458-0730. 

Pictured with the “toilet paper tower” from last year are 
St. Thomas Aquinas Faith Formation students Ashley 
Boesel, Jennifer Sievers, and Natalie Dunn. 


